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1. Public Health GIS (and related) Events

@ 21st Annual Conference of the Association of Public
Data Users- Addressing Critical Issues Facing the Data
User Community, October 28 - 30, 1996, Holiday Inn
on the Hill, Washington, D.C.; Contact: Janet Roseen,
APDU96 Conference Coordinator, (612)-625-6044 or
email <apdu96@mrdc.lib.umn.edu> or conference
homepage at mrdc.lib.umn.edu/~apdu96.

« Ninth annual NCHS Geography Awareness Week
guest lecture, November 21, 1996, 2:00-3:15p.m.- Bob
Marx, Associate Director for Decennial Census, Bureau
of the Census, “Census 2000: Implications for GIS and
Survey Activities”, NCHS, Hyattsville, MD. Please
make ENVISION arrangements now for viewing off
site. Contact CDC Envision personnel Eileen Dubin,
Clay Cooper or Mat Fazio at (404) 639-3404.

w CDC and ATSDR Symposium on Statistical
Methods- Statistical Bases for Public Health Decision
Making: From Exploration to Modeling, Atlanta,
January 28-30, 1997. Contact: Barbara McDonnell, Ph:
(404) 639-3806 or email bgm4 @epo.em.cdc.gov.

H. News from GIS USERS

(Please communicate directly with colleagues on any issues)

A. General News
1. From Duane Marble, The Ohio State University:
Topic Zip Codes- Just remember that these files are
subject to change without notice! I recently encountered
someone matching 1996 addresses with 1990 Zip-based
Census data. The individual concerned could not see
why there was any problem. If you get such a database
you should demand to know the metadata associated

with it and what provisions are being made for timely
updates. Duane F. Marble, Department of Geography,
E-mail: marble.1 @osu.edu, Telephone: (614)
292-2250.

2. From Keith Clarke, University of California Santa
Barbara: The Prentice Hall Series in Geographic
Information Science will have a new title in October,
"Getting Started With Geographic Information
Systems," by Keith C. Clarke. The book is a first
freshman level text in GIS, with extensive study guide
material and resource guides. The book has its own web
page at www.prenhall.com/clarke. Further information
about the book and a table of contents is available on
the Prentice Hall web site at www.prenhall.com under
Science, Engineering &  Math/Science  and
Math/Geography/Technical Courses.

3. From Jimmie Givens, NCHS: On September 23,
1996, the President signed into law H.R. 3230, the
"National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1997." Among other items, the Act creates a new
National Imagery and Mapping Agency, which will
provide a single focus within the Government for
managing imagery and geospatial information.

4. CDC’s Office of Communication recently sponsored
a presentation entitled “Geo-Psychographic Data
Applications in Planning and Evaluating Public Health
Communication Interventions”, which I could not
attend. I would be interested in hearing from any GIS
User who may have attended and felt there was
something of potential interest to report to our user
group. Editor
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B. Technical News

5. From Tom Arner, EPO: 1 am one of the
programmers of Epi Map, a product of the
Epidemiology Program Office of the CDC. I am trying
to locate a Summagraphics SummaSketch II digitizer
with which to test our software. Any help in this matter
would be greatly appreciated. Steve Campbell,
Epidemiologist, Baltimore City Health Department: I
finally got a census tract and a Zip code map of
Baltimore digitized and read into Epi Map. It took a
Summagraphics II digitizer and Epi Map version 1
(note: version 2 doesn't seem to work with the
Summagraphics I digitizer, although it will work with
a III) and a lot of calls/emails to the CDC Orkand Epi
Info help desk. However, it's up and running. Steve
<TQPZ46A @ prodigy.com>. P.S. By the way, once
everything was set up correctly, the actual digitization
process was a breeze. It was just the setup that was a
major problem.

6. From Mark Papania, NIP: Does anyone know
where I can find a map of New York City, down to Zip
code areas, for Atlas or MapInfo? Please call me at
(404) 639-8215.

C. Internet News
(Selected items picked up from the Internet by GIS Users)

7. From Karen Stakes, PHS library, NCHS (picked
up from multiple recipients of list MEDLIB-L, subject-
mapping web site): For a good introduction to desktop
mapping and the latest news about TIGER and other
data sources, visit: www.wessex.com. We offer a wide
variety of mapping and demographic software and data,
along with industry gossip. Our data is available in
Maplnfo, ArcView, SPSS, SAS, Excel and dBase
formats. Samples, demos, software, manuals and
utilities are available for free download.

8. From Jon Sperling, Bureau of the Census (Topic-
CIESIN Information Stratospheric Ozone and Human
Health World Wide Web Site, picked up from CIESIN
User Services): CIESIN and its Socioeconomic Data
and Applications Center (SEDAC) are pleased to
announce the availability of the Stratospheric Ozone
and Human Health World Wide Web (www) site. This
is an on-line service that integrates NASA

remote-sensing and atmospheric data on stratospheric
ozone depletion and ultraviolet radiation with
health-related data and information to provide a
multidisciplinary data resource for health officials,
decision makers, government officials, researchers, and
the general public. The Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) for the Stratospheric Ozone and Human Health
www site is: sedac.ciesin.org/ozone.

The Stratospheric Ozone and Human Health www
site has several components: * The Ultraviolet
Interactive Service (UVIS)- This service provides
ultraviolet (UV) radiation climatology data for selected
locations around the United States. Average hourly,
daily, and monthly estimates of biologically effective
doses from 1979-1990 are accessible through an
interactive query engine that allows users to visualize
data of interest. These data are derived using NASA
satellite data and other geophysical input parameters in
an atmospheric radiative transfer model. A description
of the model used to develop this service is also
provided.

UVIS allows users such as epidemiologists to
access detailed historical estimates of UV radiation
exposure. These data can be useful for a variety of
purposes, including the reconstruction of historical
exposure patterns. It can help answer a range of
questions such as: - how much higher are exposure
levels in Albuquerque compared with Seattle? - how
many days in the summer of 1988 were exposure levels
higher in Detroit as compared with Atlanta? - what was
the estimated cumulative DNA-damaging exposure
amount during the spring of 1990 in the Salt Lake City
area? - what was the range in hourly exposure levels
during the month of August 1980 in Honolulu?

* Searchable Bibliographic Database: This service
provides a searchable index containing more than 3,000
citations of journal articles, conference presentations,
books, and other periodicals on the topics of ozone
depletion, UV radiation, and ecological and human
health. Users may query the database through several
search fields: text string, author, source, subject
category, year, and title. Users can find results such as:
- a list of publications by a particular author; - recent
publications on possible links between UV exposure
and skin cancer incidence; and - early efforts and
studies on ecological impacts of UV exposure.

* Human Health Data Resources: This service
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provides a guide to statistical and epidemiological
datasets and related resources from disease registries,
surveys, and studies that provide information on human
health effects related to UV exposure. It includes links
to subnational as well as national and international data
sources, disease registries, surveys, and epidemiological
studies. Data sources accessible through this service
include: - the New South Wales Cancer Registry; - State
Cancer Registries in the United States; - the
Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER)
Cancer Statistics Review, 1973-1991; and - the North
American  Association of  Central  Cancer
Registries(NAACCR).

* Related Internet Resources: This component of
the Stratospheric Ozone and Human Health Www site
provides a guide to additional resources available via
the Internet in the areas of ozone depletion, UV
radiation, and human health.

* Thematic Guide on Stratospheric Ozone
Depletion and Global Environmental Change: CIESIN's
Thematic Guide resource provides overview documents
and full-text access to peer-reviewed publications
related to stratospheric ozone depletion, potential
impacts on human and ecosystem health,
chlorofluorocarbons, and more.

You will need a forms-capable www browser to
take full advantage of this www site. Alternately, if you
have telnet access to the Internet, you may telnet to
infoserver.ciesin.org and log in as "lynx" to use a
character-oriented www  browser. For more
information, please contact CIESIN User Services by
e-mail at ozone@ciesin.org or by telephone at
517/797-2727. This service is provided by the
Consortium for International Earth Science Information
Network (CIESIN) under contract to the U.S. National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) for the
development and operation of the Socioeconomic Data
and Applications Center (SEDAC). SEDAC is one of
the data centers in NASA's Earth Observing System
Data and Information System (EOSDIS). SEDAC's
mission is to develop and deliver information products
and services that integrate social and natural science
data in ways useful for decision making. CIESIN is a
registered trademark of the Consortium for International
Earth Science Information Network.

9. From Mike Qualls, IHPO (picked up from list

SEASIA-L, subject- Symposium on population, health,
environment [Thailand]): The Department of
Geography, Chiang Mai University, is organizing a
symposium on POPULATION, HEALTH AND THE
ENVIRONMENTin Chiang Mai, Thailand, 7-11 January
1997. The symposium is being held on behalf of the
IGU Commission on Population and the Environment
with the participation of the Commission on Health.
Pre Conference Deadlines: 1 November (registration
and receipt of abstracts) and 30 November (receipt of
papers). For further information about the symposium
contact: Dr. Anchalee Singhanetra-Renard, PO Box 87,
Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai 50202, Thailand,
Fax: +66 53 222 763, Phone: +66 53 221 699 Ext.
3572, Email: <soggi001 @cmu.chiangmai.ac.th>.

10. From Mike Mungiole, NCHS (picked up from
<gis-1@urisa.org>): (a) The Association for Geographic
Information is pleased to announce the launch of the
new improved dictionary of GIS terminology. The URL
is: www.geo.ed.ac.uk/agidictwelcome.html. Please
take the time to visit the site. Although still under
review at the moment, the site is continually updated
and at present contains definitions for approximately
750 GIS related terms and selected diagrams. In the
near future this is expected to rise to 1500 and possibly
include graphics and animation. As well as providing
definitions to GIS related terminology, the dictionary
also includes terminology from Remote Sensing,
Geography, Computing, Spatial Analysis,
Photogrammetry and Cartography. The GIS Dictionary
is brought to you by the Association for Geographic
Information and the University of Edinburgh.
Comments and queries regarding the GIS Dictionary
may be sent to:<agidict@geo.ed.ac.uk>, or the
Association for  Geographic Information at
<agi@geo.ed.ac.uk>. (b) Please come and visit
GISVille, a new virtual GIS town complete with
clickable town plan and friendly tour guide at
dspace.dial.pipex.com/town/parade/fa21/gis/gis.htm.
There is something for everyone at GISVille : free
software - a MapBasic dialog designer and Map Key
generator; official Ordnance Survey map images;
examples of GIS activity and datasets in Liverpool City
Council, UK; magical mystery links to related sites;
academic stuff - problems of map copyright; GIS
modeling etc; forthcoming attractions. Enjoy! Dave
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Yarwood, Liverpool City Council, UK <fa2l@dial.
pipex.com>.

11. Editor- (picked up from <gis-1@urisa.org>): (a)
From: "Michael J. Kitchin" <mcoyote @clark.net>): Due
to positive response and customer feedback, the
availability of LabelEase--the powerful, easy-to-use
label generation software for ArcView, has been
extended. You may now download a fully functional,
30-day trial version of LabelEase from our web site:
www.innovsys.com. You may obtain additional product
information and download other GIS productivity
solutions from ISD at this location as well. (b) We have
a lot of PLSS data,1:24K along the Tx/Mexican border.
Jill Wolf, GIS Data Conversion Program Mgr., Infotec
Development, Inc., GeoSpatial Services, 4099 SE
Intemational Way, #206, Portland, Oregon 97222, with
the email address:wolf@santa.infotec.com;
www.teleport.com/~idigis/GISPAGES/GeoSpatialHo
me.html, 503-794-1344, ext. 102. (¢) From:
"Darrell"@news.cais.com: Duane F  Marble
<dmarble @magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote ... If you
are trying to generate random points (in any program)
you need to be careful of the random number generator
used. Most system supplied random number generators
are only random in one dimension. If you should, for
example, call the generator twice in a row to obtain two
numbers that will be the x,y coordinates of a point you
will not generally get a set of random points. On one
test that I did the result was not only not random but
when plotted gave something that looked like a series of
parallel lines about half an inch apart and rising to the
right at about 20 degrees. Response: Duane is right.
Check Cressie's book on Spatial Statistics (published by
John Wiley & Sons) for details on Monte Carlo testing
and Skellam's statistic. It's fairly easy to do this test--as
I recall, it took only an hour or two (programming
included)... a small price to pay for having an answer to
this often questioned procedure (random coordinate
generation). Iused this approach when doing dividing
data into test/train sets for comparison of spatial
interpolants. Using my *verified* RNG, I generated a
random coordinate, found the nearest point, and put it
into a test set. This way, I was assured that my test sets
were as random as possible (spatially, that is). Darrell
McCauley, dmccauley@casecorp.com, Senior
Technical Specialist, Case Corporation. (d) The

Electronic Atlas Enterprises Home Page and website is
now accessible at www.electronic-atlas.com. The
website offers an on-line sample of the "Electronic
Atlas Newsletter," a hands-on GIS users' publication;
information concerning the consulting activities of
Electronic Atlas Enterprises is available as well. With
respect to the newsletter, the website offers the most up
to date index of the 80 issues published to date, and
interested parties can order subscriptions as well.

III. GIS Outreach
(Editor: All solutions are welcome and will appear in the next
edition; please note that the use of trade names and commercial
sources that may appear in GIS News and Information is for
identification only and does not imply endorsement by CDC or
ATSDR)

#* From Kathy Godon, FDA: I am interested in getting
started in GIS applications using MapInfo and am
looking at ordering software suitable for the following
applications: a) Antimicrobial surveillance program
which will consist of approximately 2000 samples of
Salmonella, E.coli and in the near future campylobacter.
Samples will originate from three types of sources with
sources having varying degrees of geographic
resolution, some will be linked to Zip code, county or
state, b) Tissue Residue violations which will have Zip
code information, and ¢) Use of the National
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey to determine if
regional differences in antimicrobial use are related to
microbial resistance patterns. Questions that I have
regarding the purchase of the software: 1) Map info
products available include MapInfo DeskTop and
Maplnfo Professional, it appears the MapInfo Pro offers
more display, editing and analytical capabilities than the
cheaper Desk top version, is this an important feature
for most users? (MapInfo Pro is a 32 bit application,
Maplnfo Desktop is a 16 bit application 2) Is addition
of high resolution County Boundaries or High
Resolution Zip Codes an option that users find is
necessary or helpful with MapInfoPro? 3) Is other
software compatible with MapInfo? Are there other
sources of demographic and census tract information
available for use with this software? 4) What other
software do you suggest using with the MapInfo
package? Please feel free to make any other comments
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and suggestions. Please send your replies to me at
<Kgodon@bangate.fda.gov> , my phone number is
(301)827-4224. Please include your phone number and
email address.

v'RESPONSE from Dick Hoskins, WA State
Dept. Of Health: If you have not decided to absolutely
use MapInfo - I would suggest Maptitude - its a LOT
cheaper, has the same functionality, actually more, free
tech support, and they send you a lot of data to get
started, like all you need. That saves $1000 or more
right there. Also I find that its easier to learn and its
faster. Its about $400-500. My shop also has MapInfo
and Arcview because we have users with these
packages, but Maptitude is a good alternative. I
practically guarantee that you can do the same thing in
this package as anywhere else. Also a 32 bit version will
appear soon. They <can be contacted at
peter@caliper.com, this fellow has something to do
with sales. I am sure you could get the software in 24
hours. Also for decent geocoding we use DataStar. Its
fast and accurate (but not cheap) The geocoders in
desktop software are not bad, but do not compare to
DataStar. Call me if you need anymore info
(360-705-6055).

RESPONSE from Katherine Heck, NCHS: I
don't have answers to most of your questions,
unfortunately, but I thought I could say a bit about #3.
I've used Microsoft Excel with MapInfo to do mapping
of disease rates by Zip code and census tract. I suspect
Lotus for Windows would work with it too, but I'm not
sure. It's quite easy to merge a spreadsheet with
Maplnfo. I believe we got some of our Zip code /
census tract geocoding data from the U.S. Postal
Service - and maybe some from the Census? (this was
for King County, Washington, a couple of years ago) -
i.e. just a list of addresses and their corresponding Zips
and tracts, that we matched to, e.g., death certificate
address data for mapping. Once you have the data, all
you need to do is create a spreadsheet with values for
the Zips (or whatever area) that matches the MapInfo
file's area values, and then merge them within Mapinfo.
The version of Maplnfo that we had came with a file
that created a map of U.S. states, and we purchased
smaller level maps (Zips, census tracts, and block
groups) from the county. I'm not sure where else you
might buy those - maybe MapInfo has some you could
buy. Good luck. K.Heck, (301) 436-5979 ext 120,

keh8 @nch0O7a.em.cdc.gov.

v RESPONSE from Scott Hendricks, NIOSH: 1
am doing a project looking at robbery rates by census
tracts and am using Map-Info. I am in the process right
now of converting Census-tract info into Map-Info.
The Census Bureau has an amazing amount of data
available on the internet. Their site is at www.census.
gov. I also have their ftp sites if you are interested.
Although this is free, it does take some time and
programming to convert to Map-Info. Map-Info
provides all the census data in its format, but it gets
rather pricey. I would be willing to send you some of
the programs and help you in any way I can if you end
up using Map-Info. I can be reached at 304-285-6000
and my E-mail is sahS @niosr1.em.cdc.gov. I hope this
answers a part of your questions.

v RESPONSE from Jim Wilson, East Carolina
University: We use Maplnfo Pro at ECU's Center for
Health Services Research and Development. I was
disappointed that county files did not come with it. You
can purchase many types of data for use with MapInfo
from third party vendors. It does come with a Zip code
file but I found it somewhat lacking. I found better files
off the web via the census bureau's Tiger Mapping
Service (www.census.gov)--they have several files that
can be used with MaplInfo with minimal amounts of
finagling: county boundary files (not real high
resolution), Zip codes centroids, and smaller than
county geographies e.g. census fracts (if I remember
right). It is better than paying for them. Also, there is
an SPSS--Maplnfo link program or add-in available
which makes transfer of statistical analysis results into
MaplInfo easy. Within Map Info you can import a
variety of formats as well. Jim Wilson, Research
Associate, (919) 816-2786.

2 From Marian MacDorman, NCHS: Currently
NCHS birth and death certificate data are not geocoded,
although this is something we are looking into for the
future. As yet, this research is in the very early stages,
and has been on the back burner for some time due to
staffing shortages, etc. We would like to learn from the
Census Bureau's experience in this area. If you have any
suggestions for us, we would love to hear them.

One particular problem that we have had in our
vital statistics data is in identifying which events are
inside and outside the city limits for major US cities.
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The GIS programs we have seen are primarily county
and census tract-based and don't give us easy answers
to the inside/outside city limits question, especially
when trying to batch process 4 million records or so.
Any suggestions?

v'RESPONSE from Fred Broome, Bureau of the
Census: There are several ways to solve the problem
cited below. First is to use an address geocoding system
such as that in several of the GIS packages (ESRI,
MapInfo, Maptitiude, etc.) and have matches return the
state/county/place/MCD/IndRes codes. Then a simple
lookup table (can be automated via a script in some
GISs) will return the Inside/Outside and where, i.e., city
state, etc. Problems are, 1. Not all GISs are equal in
ability to match. 2. Place boundaries change at rate of
hundred's per year. Currently about 65 to 70% of the
nations households are within city style addresses and
consequently within TIGER/Line '95 file coverage. Due
to boundary changes, addresses along the edges of
places tend to have a higher rate of mismatch (more due
to annexation than to detachment). Generally this will
not cause too much of a problem given the ratio of
addresses inside and outside vs. the number along an
edge that has changed. Hope this helps.

¢’ RESPONSE from Jon Sperling, Bureau of the
Census: Geocoding addresses to census geography
enables one to get the county/tract/block (smallest areal
unit of census geography). Once you have the block,
then you have the inside/outside problem solved since
TIGER contains all legal/administrative boundaries or
information to create those boundaries (i.e.
block/address is in/out of city limits). I'm not very
familiar with source of address on vital records (place
of death, home residence) but if these are systematic
and consistent, then they can be geocoded to legal
entities at a specified point in time according to the
address on the records (if a city style address exists). -
in the future, GPS coordinates could be attached to all
vital records.

« Tom Richards, PHPPO, seeks Users input on a GIS
project he plans to propose. Does anyone have
experience with mapping local health department
(LHD) jurisdictions? Ultimately, Tom would like to
create a national map of the boundaries of all local
public health jurisdictions in the United States. He
hopes to delineate LHD boundaries with census

geography files. There are many related public health
uses that this map inventory might serve. Is there any
precedent for mapping LHDs? Any assistance you
might provide would be appreciated. Tom can be
reached at (404) 639-1944 or by email <tbr1 @phppol.
em.cdc.gov>.

oCathy Cubbin, NCHS Research Intern, seeks Users

input on a GIS project she is designing: The Office of
Research and Methodology at NCHS has developed a
U.S. Mortality Atlas, which includes maps of the
leading causes of death by age, race, and gender for
approximately 800 Health Service Areas (HSAs).
HSAs are counties or groups of counties aggregated
based upon where residents 65 years or older receive
routine hospital care. One of the next steps in the
project is to layer the death rates with other types of
data, i.e. behavioral, social, economic, and
environmental. I will be concentrating on developing
appropriate socioeconomic measures based on the
research literature, identifying and retrieving existing
data sources to provide the data for these measures, and
layering the data in a GIS using Arc View. I plan to
begin looking at 1990 Census data at the county level
and the Area Resource File to retrieve the variables and
then convert to HSA. My main concern conceptually is
to identify socioeconomic measures that are meaningful
at the HSA level as opposed to a smaller unit of analysis
such as the census tract. It may also be useful to create
measures of socioeconomic inequality for HSAs based
on census tract level data. I would welcome any
suggestions for specific socioeconomic
measures/measures of inequality or for other existing
sources of data. I can be reached at (301) 436-7048,
x149 or email <ckc6 @nch09a.em.cdc.gov>.

From Mike Fay, ATSDR (regarding the question of
the geographic distribution of telephone numbers in the
last edition): I must have missed the initial query, but
Section III. "Outreach” listed Gib Parrish asking about
geographic correlation of telephone numbers. In
addition to what Owen Devine and Mr. McGee said, I
picked up some shareware a few years ago that
correlated all the telephone prefixes (first three
numbers) then in existence around the country with
latitude and longitude. I can't remember the level of
detail in terms of latlong minutes/seconds, but I can
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remember discerning areas around Atlanta with it,
something I was working on at the time. There was
logical geographical separation of Atlanta prefixes; they
were not all lumped together.) A drawback is that, using
the prefix, it doesn't discern individual numbers; what
it actually gives you is the locale of some sort of
telephone company equipment, I forget just what (its
docs explain what it is, though). Whether or not this is
good enough, only the user can decide.

Since it's practically free and quite easy to use, it
doesn't hurt to check out. But very unfortunately, I
tossed it out a few months ago since it had been years
since I'd used it- wouldn't you know it!- and I can't
remember the name, etc. I can only hope it could be
fairly readily retrieved by an Internet shareware search,
however, as I came across it on a BBS that liked to grab
popular software several years ago. If it floated onto a
popular BBS, it probably floated lots of other places. If
somebody is really interested in the software, let me
know and I may be able to dig up specifics somehow.
(And we can only hope the developer keeps it up to
date.) I may or may not correctly remember that NPA
(for Number Plan Area) is a part of its name.

= Editor- selected items from <gis-1@urisa.org> that
may be useful: (1) Subject- Tiger school districts to
Atlas GIS- I am trying to extract school district
boundaries from the 1994 Tiger files using Atlas GIS.
I was told I can do this but I have yet to figure it out.
My understanding is that the Atlas import program only
imports lines and Record types 1,2,3,4,5,7 and P and
therefore will not impute the school districts which are
in Record type A. 1do have access to PC ARC but it
seems I have an older version that only coverts
precensus files. A third party conversion utilities or
program would also work if there is one out there. I
would appreciate any help anyone can lend. I am most
interested in Cook and Dupage counties in Hlinois. If
someone has this data and would be willing to part with
it, that would be great.../”RESPONSE: Check out the
Metro Chicago Information Center (MCIC). They do
socio-economic GIS for the Chicago area and would
probably part with the file for a reasonable price. They
are listed in the Chicago phone book. Alternatively, get
Dr. Doolittle from Bondata in Harrisburg PA (listed
under Lisa Bontempo last time I looked). Dr. Doolittle
is a very nice package for extracting boundaries from

e

TIGER. I think I heard they were planning to add school
districts to their list of extractable boundaries. Kathryn
Thorne, Dept of Geography and Geology, Belknap Hall,
Mansfield University, Mansfield, PA 16933
<Kthome @mnsfld.edu> (717) 662-4612.

(2) Subject- Digital European maps- I am looking
for digital maps (country boundaries, provinces, towns,
rivers, roads) of France on the Internet.../’ RESPONSE:
MaconUSA sells a product called "Maps and Data
Professional Sets-Euro Edition" that has, amongst many
other countries, detailed maps of France. Product is
CD-ROM, sold in Arc Coverage, Maplnfo, Idrisi, or
Atlas native formats, and costs $ 1,500 US., phone
(617)-254-2295.

(3) Subject- Inexpensive GIS program with links to
Census data?.../RESPONSE:Maptitude from Caliper
(www.caliper.com) costs $395, runs great, and has all
the data you need. You could also consider ArcView
with data from Wessex.

(4) From Arlene Siller, NCHS: Subject- Census
FIPS codes for counties in SAS format- I need to
prepare a table for all of counties in the U.S.. It will be
nice if I can get the county's names by the aid of FIPs
code, so I don't have to type 3000 county's names. I
called up SI, they told me that SAS doesn't have this
function. I am wondering whether someone knows
some information about it../ RESPONSES: a) SAS
doesn't have a function, but there is a template data set
that comes with SAS/GRAPH from which you could
create a format or whatever you'd like. The dataset is
CNTYNAME. If you don't have SAS/GRAPH then you
can download a file from the Bureau of the Census that
you can use the same way. Let me know if you don't
have SAS/GRAPH--T'll hunt up the info on the Census
file and b) On our web site at www.wessex.com is a
utility, available for free download, which, among other
things, will give you the list you want (all county names
with their FIPS). Go to the free page and download
County Finder. This is a setup program. Once installed,
in addition to the software, you will have a file called
cntylist.txt.

IV. Special Reports
(Submissions are open to all)

A. EPA's Locational Data Improvement Project: EPA
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